Art house: the hairstylist
Gerald DeCock's studio
apartment on the 10th
floor. Bottom centre:
Stanley Bard (right}.
the managing director
since 1955, and Jerry
Weinstein, the front-desk
manager. Bottom right:
the apartment of the
\ entrepreneurs Susanne
E Bartsch and David Barton "?.
i b

TP | ¥ T

'jﬂl'"r rﬂﬂvﬂif'ﬂ.i-!.‘*!
|

=

oty ol

il

=: e
e T

t - H

Edie Sedgwick set fire toit, Sid | » -
Vicious's girlfriend Nancy was
killed there, and Dylan, Kubrick
and Joplin all made it their home.
For years it has been a hotbed of
controversy, a bohemian mecca
for the famous and the arty.
Ariel Leve enters the mysterious
world of the Chelsea in New York

— the world's most infamous hotel,
Photographs: Deirdre O Callaghan
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here 150 note tped up

in the Bife Tois written with Magic Markerina
child's handwriting “Wanted: Gold buttons, My
bresther Pascal nieeds okl butons for s selool
privect. Do von have any o spare? Leave at the
tront desk.” A day later, the note has a running
cormmentary at the bottom, Someone has written
in black ink, "Why dhdn't Pascal write this none?™
||.‘J\I |.|||I.I-'|.'||||.'|l|:|l |.||.|1 in E'IIII.' |||L RIS RIS Il.i'\
responded, * Becanse his brotler rocks™ and then
underneath that i penal someone else s
added: " Because Pascal1s 3 YCars ¢ sl

I as Lae 1n r|||'-.|.|!. 11 | |.I'I.E:|I]_|.'.IIII.II'L
aftermoon, There ks a man el }LIII!_' 1 ot ehe fromt
desk. His name 1s Mr Parrot and he i a long
cream=coloured robe with a marban, He 15 checking
i with his Billcon, They are r'le'njl:-:'n‘. ELests

here sre 240 aparoents i te Chelses Horel
Sty per cent are residential and 00 are hotel
rooms Contrdictions play out evervwhere, Itisa
place of permanence and ransience, Some who
live there enjoy feeling shue off from the world
i F'IJ'.II [ '|'\.I||."J|.' I:II.I.'? Lin I.!:"JPF"\.'.” I‘I\.'III VIO
Others enoy feeling part of a community,
descnibimg 1t as a “vertical village™. The Chelsea
exdsts as a microcosm of New York —where
TR T II'\.{‘I‘\. Vary i |'|-.:~-:" '|"'\.|'I'.E' ~r||||:.-_-]r \|I.|r|.' rI|.
Lt wiiel thiose who don'e it |1||||I:|-!_:l.'|n'|.|l:||:||.||
and there are lndden stones behimd every door

Like the coty ieself 16's a retuge for remvention
Some people comie oo the Chelies Horel
I.'\.'-\. ALhse |1H'\. n IH'I LHraet H'IIII"IIII'!'I\.I' |'ﬁ.lll!
sonnie people come becavse they know ics a plce
where they can be themselves, But the one
thing, perhaps the only thing that everyone who
lives there agrees on is this despite everveling
thiat’s been wrtten or said about it inoall the
haooks and all the movaes thar have eulogsed
nobody has gor e eghe

What was missing? Why has it become icomic?
Mohody knows 1e's got history So muoch has
I.'\.'l'l.l i rl'.l.!i'n.q I|'-||I||l| i 'I.'\I”" Il"\ 4 ‘\]ll.\. ||1.||.II.I
MNew York, Parts of 1t are dack and crumuny
Orther parts are exgquisite. Ewched ghiss and
beavnnful dles Ie's how MNew York wsed oo be
I'he ||!_'_||l:'~ ire dimner, Tt Hrs wirder vour skin,
Stepping maide, ies like steppang off the map, Ivs
runming on a different current.

Located on West 23nd Soreet, the 12-storey

42 red-Drick building was erecoed in 1884, one of
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Gosney, originally
from Bristol, has
been a resident of the
hotel for 22 years. He
no gz on the top
floor in an apartment
that used to balong to

Bernhardt. He has
built a shrine to
Charlie Parker in his
rooftop garden.

His girlfriend, Miss
Amelia (left),
performs in

his cabaret

the mllest buddings in New York Ciy ac the
mme, & 7'|1:_;1||_|||-. intended for 40 wealthy
families, at the turm of the century it went
bankruprand became a hoel. The vasy, palaoal
.II\.|||||EI'||['\- WA |‘-r|||-.4'||. |||'|.l||-\.| 186 DWW POkl
are alike, The lobby, which Geels ke o
grandmother’s sitting room iF my grandmother
had lived instde an are gallery, has a collecton of
peaple as interesting as the art on its walls
Merman Gosney has been a resident for 22
wears and o RTTRI Sarah Bernhardt's tonmer
apartiment on the top foor There is a shrne w
Charhe Parker m lus roofoop garden. Gosney;
who s from Brastal, runs a 19305 burlesque and
vandeville cabarer called Guilty Pleasures which

Featunres his vivac oy _|;:|||I-r:|.'|||1 Mss Amelia He

no longer gves mtenicws — ever since the
Japanese rounsts knocked on hos door asking o
e could show then the room where Sid
Viciows killed Mamey = b le wall, nometheless,
agree to talk o me. And part of what he wall
explain is the lobby scene

“Walk through the lobby, they're watching for
vtk Thiey know all sboue the Chelsea the lobly
chick = vsually an aorctve crazy g, lae
teens, ey pwenies, who armves wath enongh
money tor a week. Guys when they're single go
divwn to see if there’s one there There 15 also the
steeper = there's usually someone asleep down
rII.I'\'II.' ] ]|1'r1 ||||'1I'.||| ||.|I.' r.lIt'II.‘IW‘l'I?‘II.III\ '\'u"llu\l'-'li'
attached themselves here, and nch idiors whove

bought theer way m o be lup and bohenan”

There have been suicides, murders, fires, drugs,

punks, poets, painters, but what does itadd up to?

enice Adrien

"The Chelsea has second floor
escaped time in a (above). ‘Her

way,' says Adrian, beauty hasn't bean
who livas in an sanitisad and
apartment on the washed away'

There are confli R EITRRN A TRTREY of whar defines
the Chelsea Hotel, but that its indefmable 15 in
1ts Bvours What the hotel 1snt 15 more precise
It ismt the sensationalised stories, the mythology,
or the people who lave Ganously lived and
died i the rooms The bronee plagues near the
door pay homage to some of those residents
Sir Arthur C Clarke wrore 2001 here, and
Brendan Behan binged on a pint of vinegar
r||I|'|LI||'?':Il'.';.h.qll.-.'lllll

Jr.'\ L'll“ukll I'I.'\..II"\I ||.'\ ‘\.'Lsh'l:l.' I.}\ I.III I ||I||||..|'|
collapsed intoa con after a dranking binge i
1953, where the beat poets Allen Cinsberg and
Ciregory Clorse discussed deas and philosoplng
William S |§1II|:|I||!,'_||-._'|IIJ|I Hewdex, Tennessee
Wil Mark Twain and Virgil Thomson
made i ehear homme, as have Lones T Farrell,
Arthur Miller, Pate Smith and Echan Hawke.

L

There luve been suicides, murders, fires, B>
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drngs, punks, poets, pamters, but in the end sl
does itadd up w? The experience of living there
15 far less eventful than people would suspect It'sa
familial environment — not self~consciously cool
ar hip —where neighbours are kind to each other
anl clubdres roller-skate in thie whate tarle
Ballwiarys, Bt r|||r:|:_"\.1J|.|1 ||||_ghl,\:i_'|||
catraordinary are part of everyday routine

Seott Grithin, a former conductor for the New
York Phillarmonic who is now a theatre
|l|n<|.|.|-. e and last vear |l:|l.:-\.1|.||. ed Acrthur Millers
Resurrection Blues at the Ofd Wie, las fved at
the hotel for 13 vears and savs he assocmeesot
wirth when has hife began, *Ir's like an ecosystem
thiat edies sell Iv's noran epviromment that o
adlapt o, You either it in or you doi't”

Since 1946, the Bard family has been m
charge. Stanley Bard, the managing director, ook
owver fronm his Sither in 1955, He rarely kesa
Daabackry, His som, Diavidd, 41, works there oo

“This place 1s his alter e s i bis bload, if's
i lus genes David says. He pamrs a preture of
Inis father as a man doven by devotion. "When
he leaves here at might, the fiest thing he does
when he Bots T 15 call the hotel = before T

Victor Hernandez, who has worked at the Chelsea
for 15 years, on the hotel's central staircase

‘Its like an ecosystem that edits itsell. [ts not an

environment you a lupl to. Youeitherfitinor you don't

chamges —and ics the firse thing he does when
D weakes v in the momng, You cin hear him
whispeang into the phone, He wants to know
wha's checked inowho's checked out he knows
everything that goes on”

Stanley understands the value of having an
erwvironment where artists can create. But he isa
businessman oo Today the hotel his corporate
ownerslup with stockholders and he isa
stockholder, one of many Among the residents,
thiere 15 concer that iFthere were 1 be o change
LERRRIRTIRTE SRR ani the hotel were sold, it would
Dave tragie consequences, There s a collective
sentument that Stnley Bard s the Chelsea Hotel
Without hum, it could become another dime-a-
dovzen, Rar-soreened, ant 1Sl franchise

“Tt arakes e feel good dhat my tenanes feel |
respect them,” Stunley says, We are sitting in his
cavernous cak=panelled office just off the lobby,
From the moment he sits down, he seems cager
o et upand gret Back o work behind the fromt

desk. Mow 72, he tells me he ha pes b b
anvother 50 vears lefi an the hotel

Landlords ame mot generlly regarded as
paternal Agures or patrons of the ares In keeping
the spirtand the heart of the Chelseaintact, he
shickens the rope on oceasion with some of the
tenants and, he admits, socnnetines feels taken
advantage of “I'm here o help them and protect
thiem as much as | ean —bue U oot their fathee
They have to carry their weighe in sociery”

I s piece The Chelsea Affect, Arthur Miller
honised life in the 19605 at the hotel: =, 0 was
thrlling to know that Vieg] Thomson was
writing hus nasoy mwsie reviews on the wp oo,
and that those canvases hanging over the lobly
were by Larey Bavers, o dowlb as pent, and el
the hollow-cheeked grl on the elevator was
Viva and the hollow=eyed man with lierwas
Warhol and that scent vou canght was marijuana’”,
Pt drup-aking freedom and cheap rent seeni oo
be o thing of the pase Cne genant wld me he

FAMOUS VISITORS AND RESIDENTS

The asthor of Huckleberry
Finn stays at the hotel

April 18, the

Carpathia docks in New
York with survivors from
the Titanic on board. Many  record.’ He falls into a

of them stay at the Chelsea  coma, and dies days later
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The poet [right) movesin & %
November 4, Thomas 3~

TErTETTTETERTE TR R A e e Hm.hm . Itl[ IH ' 3 *d-

drinking binge, announcing:

‘I've had 18 straight

whiskies. | think that's the

maves in, and writes
2001: A Space Odyssey

BEAREAR AR ARSI ERRE R R RAA AR RAREEE  REED UL R R LS CE R

moves in. During his time
here he writes his play
After the Fall, about his
marriage to Marilyn Monroe  maovement, moves in

pavs Bh006 0 month, whech for asmall
pwo-Dedroom rental in Manhattan s hardly a

brrpain. Foents nowe at the Chelsea are tor people

like Ethan Hawke: bohemiang at heare, with a
movie star's bank accoune

Crver the years, Sanley has deale wath o
drunken Hendnx, a ihh'l!:ul:-. _||:lpiu| and
cvery other scene imagmable, 5o what would
make lunt throw someone out? He thanks tora
few seconds A harking dog, It bothers people
Yo have to control your pet”

Al of the market forces say the Chelsea should
be comdos. Twenoy-chard Streer 15 an expensve
ares A fow doors away there was once a bait-
and-tackle r.l-\lllllg_“ srovre than hac now shir down
andd the dusey health-food store has been edeed
ont by the mega=chiom Whole Foods, In chis
respect, the hotel seemis like arelic. The
prrivtaness, wlich is part of it herige, has not
been sanitised and the red-and-white-striped

moves
im with his future wife Sara
Lownds. While here he
writes Sad-Eyed Lady of
the Lowlands, about Sara

The author
of The Naked Lunch, a
key member of the beat

. lieh, with Andy Warhol)
i moves in, having set fire to

her previous apartment.
She becomes a notorious

I resident, eventually moving

' out after setting her room
1'.-,| alight while taking drugs.
' The fire burns through the
1 floor, causing the bed to
fall into the room below

Susanne Bartsch
and David Barton

The entréprénaurs

na corner
apartment with their
cats, "In our soclal

and to some

it our b

are colle

fringe people,’ say
Bartsch. 'Misfits,
outcasts, fashion

—

David Remiry

Remfry has lived at
the hotel with his
wite, Caroline, for
12 years, Quentin
Crisp (left) sat for

undiscovered
talent... Th st
of characters that
regularly parades
through our hame
wiould r

eyebrows in any
other building in
MNew York, but
not at the
Chelsea’

Remfry in his studio
{above) a number of
times, and lived in
the Chelsea for

a time himself

While he is standing in the
hotel lobby, the guitarist

and singer Is mistaken

for a bellhop by a guest

B R R AR R R R R

; The
musician and rock poel
moves in with the artis

and photographer

Robert Mapplethorpe

canopy ower the entrance remans Gded

Physically the butlding is indestructible, The
body of the hotel is fireproof and has survived
numerous reses of fate. When Andy Warhol's
miinse Edie Sedgwick set fire ta her room, the
Isbaze wirs s Frerce that the imaide was destroyed,
bt the i"-'”‘P‘l‘-' i the roor next door didin't even
know itwas going on. There 15 a saying from the
19605 that if you trmed the Chelsea Hoeel
upside dow, nobody would notice, e partly
.||'-|'-|||"1. tow o stomed CYCTYVONE Was, and |1.|1l|.'_;
tor Do solicly baile i as.

It 15 soundproot =10 theory, A tormer readent
tells me he lived nexe door oo Mew York's
prenet silmrvssive, and ey ery Aternoan
waonld hear her getang spanked. “She was a nice
wirl, quict and shy and these guys who looked
like schoolteachers from the suburbs used w
st ar her doos Then vou'd hear a Gincwheek!™

['hes buoildinge s divaded ingo vwo secrions
The back is sammy, quicy, birds simginge doves,
vy aroumd the windows There is no obstruction
af the view and the light is golden. The front of
the buslding has more steeet noise, bus finmes
these pooms loeok out over 23ed Street and
have cast-iran balconies.

Lt simells olda combunaton ofbncks and
marble naxed with paime fumes and cigaretee
smoke, And ane of the most disincove elemenes
of the Chelsea is the acstheric, The spine of the
hotel is the wrooglit=iron starcase that runs
froam the lobbw o che 12ch Aooc There 1sar
work hanging on every wall as yvou climb the
stanrs, A i the Talbways oo s even hanging
troam the skylight ot the wp = Arthur Weinseen's
brightly coloured plastic dises spin and cateh the
light, projecting images onto the wall,

Mt of the art is from residents, past and
presene | I pamter Joe Andoe lved and
worked ar the Chelsea for 10 vears Atone time
he kept three apartments —a one-bedroon a
studio and an oftice — all on different floors, One
of s paintinigs langs in the lobby e is 76 agh
.||||] |||'.I!.I'!. tll" \\'I(Ii'.lllll B OO e TS i Cnlirg II.‘.I”
"Twenty=tour hours a day, seven days a week in
Mew York Ciry, chat pamong 1= on display. Yoo
cam see 1t fronm a car ac Ghmph. Thovsands and
thowsanuds nl-iu'n|l|.|.' Teve een o Yo can't huy
that kindd of expesuire” He says of the Chelsen:
“It's like a ghost that can'e be photographed.”

Artists have always been drawn o the Chelsea,
David By, born in Sussex, brovglt upin
Hull i swarded an MBE in 2001 for =

The beat poet [left, in

;' 1967) and his friend, the
artist, archivist and
experimental film-maker
Harry Smith, record part
of Ginsherg's album
First Blues in Smith's
room in the Chelsea,
Smith had been living in
the hotel since 1968
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services to Brnsh arom the United Soates, moved
into the hotel 12 years ago with bis wite, Dvasit
Inien ome meenamge in hs studio on the 10th Hoor,
where northern sunlighe fills the roon, Ies the
most constant light, ideal for paintng, he savs

ety never amswers s door unless he
knows who it s Every day he amves at lus studio
at 30am and paints unal 730pm, Then he
returns home 1o lus aprartinent i ross the hall
Imtially Foemfry camie to Mew York becanse ofa
connmissiom g do a portraie and be knew
senneone whio had hved at the hoeel i the 1980
He rang H[.u|!|.'}_'\L'|'u.n:||.|,i. S0 and see me

when you gerin " and he and his wife, Caroline,

arrived late one night from London with 17
preces of lugmge, no reservation and no ideaif
they were staving The next day, Stanley showed
them a eocm with a lietle kitchen and chey
took 1t When an apartment became available
down the hall, they jumped at iz and that room
has become s studio

Aside from the light, and the creative spint.
one reason the Chielsea attracts so INANY arises s
the simphiciey of having townite only one
chegue. 1t s notononsly ditficult in Manhattan
to et an apartneent and, whether vou're buying
or renting, there are alwavs credic checks The
life of an artist doesn't abways provide an
avceptable eredit rring and the hassle of proving
o b a suitable tenant is eliminated.

stanley decides who lives ar the Chelseawith
an uncanny imstinet for who sall adapt and
survive and enhance it environment. Rayvmond
Fowe 1s a longomme resident who amved at the
hotel in 1976 ust after he Brished lugh school,
losping to bump o Allen Ginsbenz “1 think of
this place as a2 muscum of living people and
Stmnley is the curator” he saye

Fove's apartment 15 2 ndy one-room space with
nas eraditicnal frnire, Evervthing is on the
floor — ook candles and cushions. The walls
are covered with art by Frincesco Clemente, an
iMustrated poem by Ginsherg and a paineng by
the poetand amist Rene Baicand, who lives

upstanrs, “Fene’s a very important poet. He's held

areign of terror over MNew York tor the rast A
vears nows Foye savs with asnule. “Ics
renarkable. He's mellowed a lot but his
productiviey s very high. 1 mice being close o
Tt here, He wrines \.|1||1;'I|111|g and |1'r:|1|;_l_'\ 14
downstairs | oype it up = he likes oo nevise, [fa
viery rewarding rebimonship,

Fowe had a sinalar relationship with the late

October 12, police arrest
the Sex Pistols’ Sid Vicious
[right, with his girtfriend,
MWancy Spungen) on
suspicion of murder after
Nancy is found dead in
their room. Four months
later, Viclous died after
overdosing on heroin. Th
case never went to trial

smati4aT ndd 8

Rene Ricard

Ricard starred in
Warhol's 1966 film
Chelsea Girls, much
of which was shot in
the Chelsea. He was
the only person in

the film actually
living in the hotel at
the time, and has
lived there

on and off

Bver since

went oy the Russian Tea Room and he ordered
champague, blis and caviar, he bought some
expensive Jean Paul Ganltier viderwear and a
pair of shoes. The rest of the money he speat
om gifts for people. | thoughe, “This is the true
poet = L ete bahéme,”

When the topic turns o Stanley, he speaks of
him with genuime admiration. “There are a lotof
!\l..'-.l].\ll.: in this hotel wlio would be out on the
street i it weren't for him | was with Rene the
other day, and we were walking out of the lobby
and Stanley asked if Rene hud any money for
I and Beene sad, O, .‘\I_1|1|r1_.'_ VI should be
paying me o live hene™

Rene Ricard was one of the sars of Warhaol's
Chielsea Girls, and the only one acoally living in
the hotel in 1900, Since then he has come and
gone, He is authentic, vibrane with i sense of
humour and an wrgency abouwt him goe - every
time we meet, he is on the go, Once again he is
Iiving at the hotel but he doesn’t answer his
howise phone and is difficule b contact When he
TS [0 talk voome, Ui eold v knock o has
door “Bur don't call our "Rene! Riene™ he
istructs, “becanse [ know who L ame You have wo
knock and s s Anel so 1 know ics you?”

He has one room, a shared hathroom fwihich
[ lowe because | don't have to clean it and no
katchen, whach meins most mgdies De goes out we

Rents at the Chelseaare for |](‘U[}|{' like Fithan Hawke:
bhohemians at heart with a movie stars bank aceount

poct James Sehuyler, who won the Puliceer prize
for a book of pocms he wrote while ar the horel
There isa plague in his honour out the frone
next to the one for Sic Arthur C Clarke. Foye
teells soores, i luding lis own of befriending his
heroes, He tells of how there used to be salons —
to catand dnnk and socialise — bue then there
wis more tme back then to hang out, Artists and
writers didi't have to wormy about money and
remt as much as they do today, as the commercial
[PRCSSLRCS W eren't as |||:_:I:_"Ir'-. soll a creanve |'||.|| ©,
bue it's not as underground as it used 1o be,
“Tomee spent the daywith Rene where he
picked up S 10000 10 the momimg for a wexe he
wrode, and we went around the ciry aned 101 the
course of the day he spent all che money and 1
left bnnn at a men's shelver on the Bowery thae
evemng” What did he spend the money on? "We

Several
photographs from the
singer's controversial book
Sex are shot at the hotel

dinier Taped wo the outside of his door are notes
fronm people who have come by 1o see him o no
avail, and an eviction notice.

We sit on a bench o the hallway near the
stanrase, Rene is elegantly dressed in o blue
cable<knit cashmere sweater that matches his
eyes “Sanley 15 an old fend, [was homeless o
few vears aga D was walking by the Chelsea, [ had
SR000 i my pocket and, well...”

Whien he's asked the best part of hvang here he
doesint hesitane, "HI!._|J||:'1_. "He puts up warh a log
He throws me cucand then we work backwards
from there. [ don't own anyehing, 1 always imanage
o come upwith the rent, knock wood, Poet is
nod a salaried oo |Il\.|!i|1|1. Al anyone H-,n:||||_|_'
this who's in need of 2 poem. . we can talk”

At any tme on any given day, there are people
CTCATIIE, WIS Painfing composing, m ==

The beat-generation writer
[left) moves into & room in
the hotel, with friends
such as David Sands,
Raymond Foye and Jerry
Garcia paying his rent.
Prior to that he had been
staying with friends in the
hotal. He stayed there

. until his death in 1996
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their one-room or their are studio or their touar-
bedroom palace. Several people mention thae |
shonld speak ro Sally Singera Vosoe jourmalise,
whio lives ar che hotel with her hushand, the [rish
nowelise Joseph CYMeill, and their three children,
She lefe the bovel, moved with her fanuly w
Brooklyn, and then Banously moved back,

Sally and her husband first moved to the hotel
i the spring of 1998, wliere l:||1.‘:r had a seventh-
foor one-bedroom for a vear and a half. When
heer first som was born they moved oo a bigger
plave upstanrs, Then after having two morne
children, [Ili,':L 1111|i'||.|\.|.'|.1 a hovse i Bro |H'!. n for
miore oo, renovated, and moved, Bur they
weere miserable. “Wie would ship out” our frends
from the luotel = get a car service w brng them
o Brookhyn, Our aby-sitters — it wiasa
contnuation ot the communiey”

After 18 months they sold the house and
o Back to the hiotel What was it that she
missed so much? “Itsurpnsed me how attached 1
antand how much it mattess to me to live here.
In'sa village that [ eel ar home in. 1 like tha
there are mansient people coming in every mght
The face thae it is a hotel s Key toits chamcter
There 18 a contnual stream of people o look at
I don'twane to live in oy own closed-off space
Feople just drop by They knock on your door 1

want o open my door and let the world moand
let my kids oue Yo have toowant to live in the
e, That's i my DMNAC

[he hotel has such i stomed past and she s
happy to be part of the stor e defines my
existence in Mew York probably more than
any other element. It's a grounding place.

It the ruth of my life.”

A few dlavs have passed before | see Rene again,
and he has some succinet words o share abour
Stanlev; "Culture st sonnething in the past,
Culrure is happening and it is cansed by people.
Stanley Bard believes inan sdea of the Chelsea
Hoeeel and hie 15 snll creanng this cultere in this
haste] and, the pressures of the marketplace
notwithstmding, e sl erying to fnd room
fora et in ths |.'H.|:|||.11||; H.N'h\_\I I‘\.III!_|II‘\.T the
hronze plagues on the fcade for Saanley”

When Stnley and [ resnme talking [ eell him
I've spoken o Bene and ask about the evicoon
note, There is 2 SEnSIVITY 10 this '\.s:li1'||.'|. 1 bt
clearty a combinanon of warmeh and frusoranon
emerges when he speaks of Rene,

“1 give hum every opportunity and sometines
miore than [ feel T should, bur because he comes
through and has come through m the pase..” He
HILESES S 1ilank he's a bloom BN Hi'sa
gemus, Pve very rarcly met a person who knows
s e h about so many things as this guw [ like
the 1ean very much.”

The previous nighr, the Chelsea Hotel hosted
the premiere parry for Factory Girl, the movie in
whicl Sienma Miller plays Edie Sedgaick. and
alomng with the miovie stars, many of the people
associated with that period tumed up “So many
people came over toome that | knew 23 years ago,
It weas a very exciting period of my [ife, Mar

smatiadndd ©

exhibition features
thie barber’s chair in
h the mahozo
lives in Bob Dylan’s Albert Anastasia

farmar suite. His
gangland-history

was murdarad
in 1958

place, a happy place, a creative space. All the
elements have to be in place.”

smce there s nobody who knows more about
the Chelsea than Stanley, | suggest he is the one
e tell che eruch, He nods, "1 know, [e5 importane.
Before | get senale, [twill be a good book.”
A few days later, the sun 15 secong as | sicwatch
Muoman Gosney in bns jewel-box apartiment and
discover how an Englishiman came o end up on
the o floor of the Chelsea Howel

“In 15975 I'd been in Sant Momca, Califormaa,
dressed by Vivienne Westwood, and couldn’ get
servedd in restiurants, boe | had o good gme, 1
looked o weird the dkage kids came up to me
and smd, ‘Dade, what's your deal? —and | ended
up taking the boards back to England. For six
mamnths | med oo find a backer You know
Brstol 13 a merchant=hanker town — you should

“The fact that it 1s a hotel 1s k{*}f toits character,
There 15 a continual stream of l}{'{]]_]li_‘ tolook at’

Finkelstem, he worked for Warhol at the Factory

and he worked on the movie, he's now in hs
seventies He came over to thank me for what |
did for him and meroduced me o his wale and
saned, "Thas Uy SIv ed ny life™ I don't evien
remember whae | ded for him, D sad, 'Oy, Fm
happy™™ He has a pride about the hotel that
makes it seem as though he is alkng abouta
child, “Ir might noc be che Waldorfor the Plaza,
bue ic’s my Waldorf, my Plaz.”

And bas answer a5 towly so much great
wok Tias been, and 15 sall being, created under
this root? “This place affoeds thae There isa
happy spinit. There's nothing more imporant
bora ereative person duan oo be i o pood

hawe seem ot U go i and say, “Thas s thie next
bag ching and they'd say, "What, a prece of wood
with four wheels? Fees offT And then I finally
found a nich crazy guy...”

Fromm |)||::g|||;ll'n:' skareboard to I':llg!.mll (7]
managing punk bands, to designing nmighiclubs,
and novw munning a burlesgue cabaret, the
discussion bleeds into his extensive knowledge
abour the hiswory of the horel the architecrs and
the terracota panels and the white hmestone,
and the solid colums of masonry and coment
and steel amd the givders that anchor onto those,
until it becomes clear — the lines are blurred

Ihe histones are intertwined, There has been a
great deal of attention |‘.'.|h1 to the former 2
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Sex Pustol Sid Vicions and his giditiend, Nancy
Spungen. who was stabbed to death here. The
oo they once hved in no longer exises, The
door has been sealed up and ic's become parcof
another aparmment.

“Muost people don't have the officual story
straigghe” Mormun says “The acoual munder
never went o trial, There were too nuny people
whio saw Sad paas oult at arounid |:|1|\|||I|.'_'||l. ITIE!
real state, unlikely to awaken for several hotrs
{which s honw he was found later), and that
notorious douche bag and heroin dealer Rockers
H,e.‘:_l_u!,ue' [ERTRINY dt,'t'('.q\l"'l,i] WAk Ii'h.' |:|\.[ |'§-('I'1l M1 SOCE
in the moo” For those who live at the hosel, this
topie has been exhansted. “The truly interesting
story here is the Gscimation with i and why it
comnnues, e savs

A the days go by, the mare time L spend there,
I begin to understand the invisible boundanes;
evervone secms to know when vou can knock
aona deor and when it's okay w enter

Cierald H-llﬁ.]‘:-:.' Was i ]1||;|—;1!|1|,l|g:. pramst He
composes thearneal chamber music, has wnitten
operms, and his composinons were celebrated on
Tuis P birthday ar Camege Hall. He has been
at the horel for 30 vears. We are sicting in his
apartment with its 1 1t-high ceilings. He doesn't
know the square-footge, sowe estite 300,
His upright piana is againse one wall, his sofa
aganst anocher, and sheers of music are sticked

Gerald Bushy

Bushy, who has
been at the hotel for
30 years, says it s
‘a cross between an
artists’ colony and a

college dorm. The
parameters of
sanity hare

are quite
undefined

verncally "The paramerers of sanity here are
gguaee undefined.” Busby sayvs “Which is very
realistic, Becanse the world is basically chaos
“Twenty vears ago there was a married o :-lIPIlI.‘
down the hall who were always yelling and
sepcaming at each other and slammng doors, and
one day T eame oot and the hushand was
standing i the hall drinking beer our of a can.

He looked macher serange, but then he always
looked strange, so 1 said helloand as [ was gong
i the elevator, suddenly the doors open up and
20 policemen rush in and grab him and run inoo
the apartment. He had just shorand killed his
wift. He was semcing there drinbing a beer,
wanting for the police to come,

“In the firse few years 1 lived here, chere wsed
o bea fiee and/or a sieide CYETY YCur, |:'|..'l.1i1!|;
wotthd jump down che starwell | would come
out of my apartment and there would be a
policenan directing me 1o ake the elevavor—14d
SCCa \.!l(h:; | ||1,'r| Ihl'n' Wk ]'l'\_ - |h|.' 1‘0“{
singer whose gitfriend pourcd kerosene overall
his fancy shiree He had emphysema anyway
and was asphyxiated” He pauses " This building
has ewo hoge frewalls wich sand in then, so
fires don'e spread easily”

But in the past few years, he says, there's
been a lot less drama, " thank of thas place as a
cross between an amists’ colony and a college
dorm,” he sayvs, sunling

e of the most trenchant \,|1I.1|IIIQ‘\U|-[II{
Chelsea s char there is m equal measure a feeling
of safety and uncertiney, You can be cruey and
there will always be sommeone craee And i a
workd where imitation is celebrated, the lack of
sameness and predictability is a comfore Dad Rene
ever conne up with the money? Dl Paseal receive
any gold butrons? Mot everything needs to be
known, And such s life ar the Chelsea Horel B
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