1§ f Y ;

THE DAY DEREK
O’DELL DECIDED
TO DIE

Six mnnths ago a homicidal student walked into a classroom with guns
blazing. Thirty-two people were killed that day. This boy was hit
three times. Ariel Leve meets the survivors. Photographs: Nina Berman
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‘In chess you analyse quickly what your

opponent might do. | was analysing
, Cho a lot: his moves, what he might do
| next. Also my actions — if | were to
jump out a window, how high was it?’

[EikB-

2 December 2007 The Sunday Times Magazine -



= onday, April 16,
Derek Ol l.'.uh up thinking about the snow
Three days earfier he had turmed 20.and, havang
groven up in Virgima, thas was the it time he'd
ever seen snow Bl around has E|:|11|||l.|:.'. He |.|1_. m
bed and thought i was weind.

He had breakfase on the Vinginia Tech campus
and proceeded o lis 905 Elementary German
class i rootn 207, on the second Boor of Morris

Hall. Thirteen people were in class chat day;

crawled along the foor to the back of the romn.
Thas would be the day one bullet dalled oo
his arm anel two more through his peker the
||'_|5. Derek OTell decided mor o die
I'hie commuter plane thae Hies beoween Mew
York and Raounoke, Vieginia, s fall, e is e
on a Thursday night six months later, in mid-
Cretober, and che middle-pged man sivang next
ter e takes this mp every week. He s wearing
a mmreon windbreaker beanng the bego "V in
o, Ohver the mexe few days Dwill fingd an
CHre |.|||||l1'|||||[:| I.".Ir’ll:'l.l (AR |1.|r|.;_|'{' .|||'¢I Imaroiamn,
and learn thar these calours have become more
than a smtement of allegiance to Virginia Tech
Bur, for now, they are 3 way into i conversition.
Ar fiesn, he's ot mrerested in !.l]h:l;.r_q'xp:'; |.||.|f.'
not ahoutwhae happened ar Virginia Tech. I

Derek 0'Dell today, on the
Virginia Tech campus.
Below: footage that Seung-
Hui Cho sent of himself

to the NBC TV network

Derek has a gentle manner. He
is soft-spoken, but there is

an understated confidence that
he says is new, acquired as a
result of the events of April 16

Above: Tom Brown, dean of
students, still takes calls daily
from anxious parents, Right:
students cross the Drillfield,
with its new memorial

campus. He is o fan of Crstano Bonaldo He is
ghad to be back at school, though August 20 = the
first day of the new term —was einotiomnal

Derck isa Rl el stuedent and las :_-r.uli_'w. havent
suffered, Every now and then, when he's reading
at homme by limself, hell get scared, Hell heara
lowd moise and become disseacred, Then his
mind will fash back rowhae happened and hell
v o stop the choughr, but, unable to he'll
endure it unnl he can focus agan.

Plaving chess helps. He iz president of the
chess elub and has plaved for 15 years -
sonnetimes speed chiess — 5o he's grovwn wsed to
calculat Mg fow s |h.|'||r.|d. O A 1l 143, theas
autormanc thought process probably saved hime

“In chess you analyse pretey quickly what your
apponent might do Fwas analysing Choa loe his
mowes, where e might be, whar he mighe do
next. Adso v actions = if [ were to jump outa
window: how hagh was it# 1f echere's a place w
lamned, ool T grab oo a treed™

He has a gentle manner, which for most of his
I has been seen as shyness, He s soft-spoken,
hut there 15 an understated confidence that he
saws 15 1w acuiresd as a resule of Apnl 16, Yet
his placad nature, pale complesion and binky
I-r.|||||' |||.|L|.' ||||.1|.|!|i||'.|| !_'II'«P11I|L|':|.I'II1 I.I'.I:._"Ili'

Tharty af the 32 dead were killed in Norns
Hall Tt ook less than nine manutes, and 174
rounds were fired. At 7.15am, Cho killed vwo
sturcdents in Wess Ambler Jolimston Hall a
freshmian dorm. Acdium he entered Mormis

The aisles were clogged with
students who had fallen. Blood
was everywhere. There was also a
cloud of gunshot powder. The smell

was awful. The taste was palpable

Cho moved around to the fr side of the
classroom. He was poinging the gun an people’s
heads, as close as he could get, and pulling the
trgeer Derck crowled along the Aoor o puat as
il diseance Berween then s posille, Cho
tired about 10 shots che tiest time, then reloaded
Tt wonk one or pwo seconds before he somed
firing agan, Once he had reloaded, he went to
the other side of the room. He was shosting
candomly, Whoever he could get close o

S hen he left the ¢ |.|.'\.\|11-|1||::|. 1 derck wIVS,
sitnng down on the couch, “everyone was
muotionless People were moaning on and off, but
it wwemed like evervbody was unconscious”

Derek was the first o e up He onald hisar
more gunshor down the hall, and figured he had

would think they were dead, and nor requrm.

erek stayed ar the door, deciding thar was the
best clunce any of them bod of surviving, He
laaked arcund the rocn. One of his frends had
been shotin the sade of the face, ™ saw him
sittangg at s desk, He was umconscious at that
ol | dadder’t hawe a elue what o do for him,” He
pauses, looking as helpless now as he fele then
About owo mnutes liter, Cho returmed. He
pushed on the door, erying to musele his way i,
e door opened Gin or sa The three students
pressed back againse it The gunman took a few
steps back and started finng through the door
They held i closed with their feet, wedged
berween the door and the ground, leaning down
o seay oue of the e of fire, They dedo'c know if
the bullets were coming throngh or not becanse
they were afraid o look, Fragments of wood Aew
through the aie, but after that, nobody was hic
Cho tuened away and went down the hall, Bue
abour oo ymnwes bater he came back and med
o et in again. He fired another oo bulles into
the door, then gave up and went w othee
classroons, where he shot mone !u'u]ﬂl' betore

wrming the gun on himeelf,

.
£ 12 students and their professor, Jamie Bishop, was the deadhest shooting in Amencan hisgory thie window for a few mimutes and when he Hall and chained the theee doors shue Of the 13 enough tme to get o the front of the clissroom -

¥ [hey heard popping sounds. Nobody knew by a single gunman: 32 people were killed = 27 turns back he has tears in lus eves. He tells a story people in Derek’s class, five died: four students before the gunman conld come back. The mskes [here are two salient features of the Virgi

: what it was Maybe loud construction. It students and five Beuley members Tweney-tive abour his frend who works in Liw enforcement, and the professor. Eight students sunaved, of berween desks were clogged with students whao Tech campus that never came acrosson TV, The
#sounded like hammenng They were still trving more were wounded: and a unmiversity known for an officer who was sent into Morns Hall atter whom six were shot Derek was one of then had Gallen, There was blowd everywhere, There first i3 the scope of the campus, [t s vast, like a

: (8] Ii.yllli' 1ot when the door sw L apen and (157 H”('FL‘ foothall temem became irrevocahly the \l'm-::-ll:n;\ hod ended, He entered one of Alter Cho shot the ]'|||.|1::'\~|.||. he apun aronind wars also a cloud |1r';|,l|:|'\]|-.|| &l wvider and residue, sanall '\.'I||.'|l_'|1‘ There are over 20000 students and

i Seung=Hui Cho entered the room wathagoniin  linked o violence and rragedy the classtonms on the second floor, where [erek was in the second row in the second The smell was swful The taste was palpable, it covers 2600 acres of land. One immediately

¥ each hand He was wearing a miaroon baseball But he opens up He isa Vingnian, a 4%-vear- many of the bodies remained. [t was eenly columm from the door, 6ft from where the When Derek and vwo others reached the door, understands how diffacalt ie would have been m

‘ cap. Without a word. and with no expression on abd father=of=two who lives ouside Blacksboane, QuiCt = excep for the sound of molale p||n|rt~ shooter entered the room. He was shot ac thiree they put their feet agaimst it to prevent Cho from havea mmpm-wult' loekedowwen andd ineer o

7 his face, he calmly began shooting where the campus is locared. Evervone, he rnging, Fricods and Gmily, alerred by the rimes a5 he slid underneath the desk, and one coming in. Derck vied his belr as a courniguer Cho after the initial shooting thar morning,

E Professor Bishop was the first one hit Shotin asserts, has a connecton, and is protective news flashes, were trying m reach their loved ballet penetrated his arm arcrund his arm His arm was numb, so it hadn' When the state review panel issued irs final

- the head. Derek’s mind mced. Columbine was a I reassure b that o not enteal, just curous ones to muke sure that they were aloy. He shovwrs me thie jacket that be wos weanng really repistered that he'd been shot unnl he report in Augist, they agreed with police thae e

¢ reference point thae gave the situation a surreal He paints a picture of o tdghe-knir, prinarily : WY He has kept icas a reminder of how fortomare he eealiged Dis jacker was sooked with blood wonld not have been possible, However, the

g tamiliariey. Was this really happening? Christian communiny, where maost are seill A red Manchester United MNo 7 shire hangs on waz The mavy=blue sip-up Heece has three holes e doar weas nuade ot thick woad, He called report also concluded thae -.|-:'|j'\_x 1T CAm -

1 A soomn as he sow the first bullet-casing pop grieving naviginng the eoquette beoween the wall of the apartment Dierck Ol shares made by Yo hollow-point bulles —eng i the 911 = the emergency services — from s mobile.  wide notificanon of the first shooongs and not

B it o the g, e alid Beneath lus desk and I|'|-.|".'iu!_'1:l|: annd 11t fior geting He: lisonkes ot af with three roonumates o few miles off 1] sleeve, two near the ]l-.u'k-.'h ani the slde Thev were all try g (18] SEAY i, T Tk Chio nnmediately '1||'1]‘IL'I'|-.||||!_' classes were B3 K |
SMOFS1 indd 4 T VG2 nE SMOME indd &
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crucial decisions that had been mismanaged.
The other senking aspect 15 visual. Framed by

the Bliae Bidge Mountams, the campus sits
comfortbly in the lindscape. The school
operates itsown quarry and many of the
bunlehings are made from a disinetve and clegane
limestong, referred o as Hokie stone

Since April 16, new securicy measures have
been put into i\t.ln. o residentaal 1!1.|||a.||||!.,'.\ AP OW
Ieweked 24 howrs a day, seven days a week, and
only accessible with a key cand (Hokae passport).
Drasiors can mo longer be chained shae 51 safery
1'||'|-: s were istalled thin ||1:_5||| wat the ¢ ampus
and local communicy = all connected o
emengency operators. Bue this is ancillary, che
equivalent of contiscating lighters when
boarding an aircraft. O a Saturcay aftemoon, |
am able to drift around the campus, in and oue of
the student centre, without challenge.

What happened has galvanised the soadene
hady and the commmumiy, drawing them
topether. The word Hokie comes up over and
OVEE g, likea i'l.l.lt!_'l.' of o WrEEy anl p 1l
Taken from a toochall cheer, the word ieselt
means nothing: It was onginally “Hoki, Hoka,
Huoki, Hy™ buran "™ was subsequently added.

Tnva candlelighe vigil artended by President
Hush a day after the shootngs, the Enghsh
profiessor and poet Mikki Ciovanm (whio had
refissed to reach Cha in her class) delivered an
insparattomal speech with a rallving ey, “We are
Virginma Tech.” she sud. “We swall prevail” It took
ot an wdentification all of ies own and fostered a
bond: this came to be known as the Hokie spine

Fumgry tobe a part of a communty that was
sov e, people were dewn in by the Hokae
spinit. Whereas post=S9/1 1, residens fled from
Manhartan, in Blacksburg, people were defiant
Ot the 25 students who were wounded, 19 went
back ro clisses, And enralment went up

Tom Brown, the dean of students, 15 apologenc,
When Larrive at his office at 8an ona Priday
mrning he tells me he has just recerved a memo
fronm legal counsel and won't be able to alk. He
15 am affalle manewach kied Cyrs amd Broy i,
who looks desperately in peed of some tme off.

Shortly after the shootings, memos were
e=mailed tothe adnumstration and ficuloe The
world jress had descended on Bila l\.l'-u.rl_g and
probing questions were being asked. Ac firse,
nobody could speak openly because of the police
investiganion. Then it was the pangl of ingquirg
The mission of the Vigginia Tech Review Panel
wats to provide an objective exanunaton of what
II.I]'IE"I'I“'\.I_ Panel members were gy snted |1:.'
Tim Kane, the governor of Virgnia, and ranged
frinm pyvchiatrses o Tom Radge, the fommer LIS
secretary of homeland securing

Mow there are the possible lawsuies, A liwyer
is representing the fimilivs of 20 people killed or
injured. The focus is mainly on how the
university handled those crucial oo hours
berween the firse and second shoorings

We sitin Brown's wood-panelled office, and
over s shoulder on the '\|I|"|I-. a stulfied

SmLL ndd G

As & one-to-one tutor to
Cho, Lucinda Roy was
unsettled by his intense
anger and upset, as
raported in the press
[below). Bottom: President
Bush attended a candlelight
vigil for those who died
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‘about gunman

that I was worried’

Haokiebard 1s grinning, The schoal's mascor
resemibles a mant turkey in costume. Brown's
offtce functions asa l\]'ll.' ol b g o cntee, I'u.']]'l]ll:.;
v ke all sores of connectnions that involve
student wellbemng on campuos His depariment
has always responded wo studene deaths, which
average abour 102 vear, There was no procedure
o deal wich 27 in one day,

Farents stll call every day, he says, often
r:|.'|.';|1||:i; resassurrance, although whor they're
needing and worrving abour now isne very
different from betore, Some parents phone o
ask it e wall renund ther chald to return thear
call. His office also acknowledged the gitts The

Lucinda Roy of the creative-writing
programme did not know that in
1999, while in high school, Cho
had written a paper indicating that
he wanted to repeat Columbine

. } T’q‘%‘vrﬁ

i f
r %

intflus of Banners and quilts was wo hoge that the
Libeary of € WHEFess has volunreered |l|'||'i
archive 1 People would stop by constndly with
trays of biscuits, urging people in his office mw
take a break, This community is close-knit partly
because of its saze (D000 in "l..l-:'L\'l'lllly_n'. e1
half froam the university, and he believes i is now
even stronger. But he is pensive when asked
aboue his own feelings, 1 sall have a hard gime
tinding my words oo describe whar all ehis has
been like, 1 haven't processed it vet,”

s st .H-:'|lh."!:||:|'n'l. Tenn Browwn went to
Minnesota for 2 wedding. He ended up changing
tables at che receprion "It was the opic of the
dinier able, They were kind people and their
guestions were considerate — bur Twasara
wedding, where Dwaneed o enjoy myselfand do
something different, so | lieerally removed myself
froan than Becanse Ddid' wanr oo calk absoe g

O seenny Samarday afternoon, [ walk around
the outside of Morns Hall several nmes,
crundhing dead leaves underfoor Diespate is
central location on campus, there s a stllness
After the shootings, it was thought Noms Hall
W I\I,II.IE I:‘L '\I|||| I:I'.I'\'u (LA |||'1|. o iy Illl'llll.lll:l.l.
Bur o was decided thar the banbding would be
kept open and used instead for offices and
laborataries. Eventually it will be renovated so
thir it N ||'-n|_'-='|' comtains classrooms

The memaorial is in & more public place. On
thie Dnllfeld, a sprawhng plaving field in front of
an adminseration buildmg, there are 32 preces of
Hokie stone pliced in a halt=circle, On each
stone, resembling a small tombstone, is engraved
avicts name, Do the middle a PI.II.J'U" reads:
“We Will Prevail We Are Viegnmia Tech™. The
memorial 15 simple and syinbobic, Itattracts a
conatant fow of visstors, many with naroon and
orange memonal fhbons pinned o cheir cheses,

A fiew months before Apnl 16, Lucinda Ry, the
British movelistand poet, rerurmed with

heer hussband from a eap to Serra Leone, She
wsed o teach chere, and had gone back o carch
up with sonme of her students We're in the 2

5h
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Embodying the Hokie
spirit, a memaorial plague
reads: "We Will Prevail.
We Are Virginia Tech'

satting room of her contemporary cedar home,
which is filled with art and overlooks the
mountas Born in Battersea, south London,
ooy has the itle of Alumnm Distinguished
Professor of English and, at the tme of the
shootings, was a co=director of the creative-
writing programme. She had always plined w
gih' that up, and currenty reaches the _ur.ulll.lll.'
creative-wting fction class

When Mikki Giovanni said she didin't feel
connfortable having Clo i her wnting class,
Luciiuda Foow knew 1.'.']"_.' H.l,'ul.|||l.|l-r|:||1||'|:1|n. Were
evident from his woting. *He seemed to be
Very upeet and .|||.!_l11_._"'\.]|:" SRS I was Wit ying (o
me. Fooy has i sensitive manner She sent Cho
an ':'-III.III \I\'III_E \.IH' lll:'!'lll,'ll L8] \F"I'.IL LR} ]IIIl'I
After this one-on-one interview, she did not feel
reassured, T senta note w the admimstranon,”

[hey recommended counselling Although
she understood their posinon, she was frusteaned,
Even though he had maken photos of sudents on
s maodvle rlhl.'lln' Frovi vimder |||.'.|r|'| has desk
without their knowledge, whool policy stired
thuat Lyl conldnt _||I-r |'|II||.| stindent out of a E.I'\\
but had to find an equivalent aleernanve. She
tutored Cho privately and became, arguiably, the
person who knew him best ar wchool,

“1 knew that he was very angry [ also knew |
was purtmg mself at some nsk becavse [ wanted
o b alone with ham, My assistant sat i the
office next to mine with the door shghthy open”

The meetngs were tense becavse he was so
distressed. Each matonng laseed G0-5H minues.
She vsed mach of that tme o plead with him o
go o counselling. Chowas an exmaordinanby
unconmumicative person. At the tme, Lucmda
Fooy did o know thae an 1999 while in high
school. he had written a paper in lis English
class indicating that he wanted o repeat
Columbime. O that he had been dignosed with
“selective mutism”, an anxiery dizorder
charmcterised by a flune to speak. This was later
revealed i the :||.|ln'| e OFE, W liere 300 s
were devoted to his mental=health history, The
v hearne Jl:.lgﬂuxl\. had por been noed in his
medical records. But in their neetings he
|.||I¢'||4,'|,| U b lver abouir liis lomeliness, and she
fielt it was genumne. They wrote a poem together,

O the Mring |.'||'.l"'|l'i:u1 16, Lucinda Roy
was at home writing, When she heard abour the
st \.II.I.II.IIIII=_L shie started ¢ .|||||||_' the ]'ngll\l:
department, telling people she knew not wo go
oateside, O MM was on, broadc ASCULE FCPOTTS ¢ 13
people being hure, Ininally, her response was
profiessiomal “1was in dhee gear vou po o as
adminiserator = where are the graduace assistines?
what shonld 1 be telling people o dof Whach
teachers dowe have over ar Morrie™ When it
wis confirmied dae 20 I.N'I.IE'II.I."' had died, her
response became emononal Yer icdidn't
accur to her that Cho conld be the gunman,

simisns T mdd 7

Hungry to be part of a community
that was so united, people were
drawn in by the Hokie spirit. Of the
25 students wounded, 19 went
back to classes. Enrolment went up

COLUMBINE SCHOOL
In April 1998 fwo racist,
anti-Christian high-
* school students, Eric

. Harris, 17, and Dylan
Klebald, 18, strode into their schoal in
Littleton, Colorado, hiding samiautomatic
weapons and home-made bombs under their
black trench coats. Having plotted for months
to kil as many people as possible, they
rampaged argund the cateteria, corriders and
library; 12 pupils and a teacher died before
they took thelr own lives,

AMISH SCHOOL

Five girls aged 7-13 died
after they wara shat In t‘
October 2006 at their i
one-room Amish school in Paradise,
Pennsylvania, by a heavily armed truck driver.
Charles Roberts, 32, was not Amish, and his
motive was unclear, He fold his wile he was
planning revenge lor an evenl 20 years earller.

FINNISH SCHOOL
Pekka-Eric Auvinen, 18, a
soifstyled “social
Darwiniat”, posted a video
on YouTube entitied Jokela
High School Massacre
weeks before he carried out
a shooting spree at his school in southern
Finland., In November 2007 he shot five boys,
two girls and the principal — then himsel,
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Later that aftermoon The Mew York Times
called and asked her toowrte an oprmon column,
“Thas was a good thing becawse 1t focused my

energy” 1emm on the 17th, when Cho's nanwe
wis announced. "And [ suddenly realised [was
the prrson who worked mose closely w the

shooter” The phone didn't stop Anging for four

davs. She has been in countnes, Sicrr Leone, for
instance, where there are more guns than dogs,
But it has taken bera long tme o gee used o the
guns in America "In raral areas | understand i
But it's become lndicrous, Peaple have anenals”

Her friends in Britain reaceed I.III'H.'TI_'“-!I!«'_ B
friends and people | hadn't heard from in years,
comtacted me with a L||r|,l|:l|r'\.|,'||ﬁ.|r|';|[1_. that |
fownd remarkable. | realised how much 1 hid
become tsed 1o this kind of violence ']'l'n:'\_. WA
sr horrbied by it [ was pleased, becaose [wanted
e '-plr oo be hormfied thae be could have orten
those guns Thae this was an intense violagon,
Thac's why ic's sodifficuln for many of ws o alk
aboutit Ieeeally 15 like having been gang-raped.”

\I\I‘I‘ill'rlll:, \ILI.' AT |||F'\|."[I':":1 \IIII.' ll."”."a myg '\I.’I.'
doesmvwant to suggest that people in America
are desensinsed, and makes sure o pomne our
they were hormtied too “But for the average
REEsa O I!|'|.|."1r|:|.'|.'l.|l'~|l..|r1| to sebstann that kand
of horror if the next week something happens
that cohoes that, [t dilutes the horeoe”

Mo she 1% seill finding out how chis has
i'l'l.l'lp"l h'll."l. .H-II.I" II.I'I ||]'l'| .|?¢I'\ EII."I.'II 'ii'l-!|
oumspoken, bur says it has made hervaloe
homesty even more, “Ohne thing we saw really
quickly here 1s chat 1t was difficult to ask probing
questions on the campus because 1t could be
seen as a kind of berraval of the Hokie spinc In
iy mind, the opposite 15 true, Beeause ifwe
really value the Hobkae spinie —and I'm such a
Hokie i so many ways because | really love this
place —we have o do our best o make it betten
And the only way to do that is o be as honestas
pressible and communicare with each other”

Her articulaee, thougheful perspective was not
received well by evervone. She has had death
threats It wok a while w persuade her w agree
to thas interview because she has become more
guarded She and her husband have spentin extm
10000 om secunny for their howse, "B then 1
never felt complerely safe” st Lighs. 1 was

raisedd i London, Of course 1 lock my dosors”

Virginia Tec I bt co=ordinated events fior
students who survived the shootings,. There was
a Dave Marthews concert = Dierek O'Tell BOT L0
meet him and his band. Somenmes the suravors
meet for dmnner and walk abow their different
views of what happened. But mosthy, Derek savs,
they talk abour school life now and other dungs,

W hat surprises him most about thae day s his
cotplex thought processes “How T was able oo
make split-second decisions tosave my life =
calling 911, makmg a tourmquet, barricading the
door Thinking back on it itwould seem morne
I ?‘,'_"Ii'.I]_il.I'\t (5] |'|.|.'.'|.'_1l|1|||‘1.‘1|.~:-||| the window”

His anxiety varies from one day o the nexe.
i'l'lfnll.'.l.l.lf.‘. e has healed. .’Hq"tit.l"‘:.'. he =+
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VIRGINIA TECH: continued

doesi’t know whart the long-term
damage will be. Owver the summer
he wene o counselling, He sull
goes occasionally, And he wears a
cross, 1 oy oo be scientific and not
just religious, I someone has
gorten o where there is no
differentiation berween right and
amdl can kill people and not
feel anvthing, theres no hope left. |
dont’t think there's an answer toan”

WO

The one suljgect that elicits a
rwinge of frustranon is financial
compensation. The Hokic Spiric
Memorial Fund, which covers grief
counselling and other expenses for
vicrims and their Banilies, received
domartions in excess of S7mg
3. 2m of that has been used w
create 32 endowment funds for
lives lost in che shootings

Derek says the money students

received was caloulated according
to days spent in the hospical. =1
voluntarily gave up my hospital bed
becawse they were having to mirm
people away: Dwas our the same day,
in aboue four or five hours”

He says that the university gave
evervans who was on the second
floor either free wition or 10,000,
and hie chose ition because the
costwirs 514000, It just seems like
it they were truly supportive of us,
there wouldn't even have been a
guestion as Fir as minon goes” he
says. “How hard is it to caneel the
titon fees for 17 peoples”™

When the university's president
went i Raoanoke and met with
him and his fimily, Derek asked
hin about mation, “He said there
wotld he maore than enough o pay
forit” Yet Derek has paid his owmn
tuntion for the corrent term, wiile
waiting for the issue o be resolved,
“T'm notangry, just disappomnted.”

His aim 15 not to benefit
financially. And perhaps what he is
looking for is acknowledgment
fromm the university that he and his
tellow survivors demonstrated the
Hokie spint withour locking for
scapegoarts to blame or questoning
the degree of culpability. While the
ey 15 wseful, i s also, mone
importanthy a svmbaolic nod of
gratitude and appreciation.

T Juame, Dyerek O Drell had a
nightmare, He was walking across
campus, but it was a different
school. He heard shots fired and
saw people running He could taste
the gunpowder Tewas the middle
of the night when he woke up,

It was difficult to differentiane
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berween reality and dream. He hid
under his bed for about 20 minutes
il he realised iewasi't real. After
thar, he was afraid of going o sleep.
The tollowing nighe, he went to
bed betore his parents, because

that made him feel safe. "Burics
gotren berter,” he says “There aren’t
tocr many Hashbacks” He soiles,
“alecp with a night-light now”

Six menths on, people are stll i
shock, ot sure how to process
whar happened. For some, it helps
to foncus on who is to blame. The
university, for not doing enough?
The privacy Lws that prevented
Cho's history of mental illness from
beimg disclosed? The relaxed gun
Laws that made it possible for him
o purchase a Glock om a credic

card? For those who clhoose

r-l.1l'F|‘-'l."'I!i,"|\. sone believe whar
happened 15 an act of pure evil; the
work of the devil. Or an isolated
rampage by a sick individual, Bue
the one thing they all have in
commmon is they choose to look ar
it as an unexplanable ace visited on
them. Keeping it at this distance
removes the need o look within.

Brecawse of they do, that would
mcan Geing up o the uncertaney
and powerlessness of what
happened, and this is too much to
takec i 1t s oo persomal. Everyone
can relate to having been ina
classroom, and every parent relaces
ter having sent a child off w school
Tocomprehend the enormiry of it
iz e confront the truthe vialence is
ubtquateus and satery 15 an llusion,

There will always be questions
Could e have been prevented?
What caused Seung=Hui Choa
:!.5—'!. car-old borm in Seoul. South
Korea, to snap? A suicide note
fownd in his room referred wrch
kids” and “decentful charlatans”, bue
offered linde clie as vo a motive,

A tew days after the shoorings,
an 1300-word manitesto and video
armved ar MBC Mews, The images
shomwn were of him brandishing
guns, comparing himself to Jesus
Clheist, amd there was a nobe that
said: “You had a hundred billion
chances and ways to have avoided
rolay” A great deal of controversy
surrounded the release of the
images and broadcasting of his
waords, Many felt it glorified his
rampage, But also, it conveyed the
unreserved character he aspired
to b expressive and fearless,
Which 1s notatall who he was 1l

Give achi
with a cleftas
chanece at

Today, millions of children in developing countries are suflfering
with elefi lip and palate, Condemned to a lifetime of malnutrition,
shame and isolation. The good news is virually all of these children
can be helped. The Smile Train empowers local surgeons to provide
life-changing free clefl surgery — which takes as little as 45 minutes
and costs as little as £150.

It gives desperate o

ldren not just a new smile — bul a new life,

[ want to give a child a second chance at life.
[0 £150 Provides cleft surgery [1 £30 Provides medications
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E for one child. for one surgery. '
i O £75 Helps towards training a [ £___ We'll gratefully accept |
i local surgeon. any amount. :
i MeMrs/Ms :
| Address ;
! Email Telephane :
i Charge my gift to my: [ Visa [ MasterCard [ Maestro :
! Gard No. i
! valid From Exp. Date Issue Mo, :
i O My cheque is enclosed, 2T |Seven Years, !
| mace payabie tz The Smile Train UK ey 250,000
! Sond this coupon with your donation to: Sy’ [Surgeries. !
| Tha SmiaTrin LI, FC) Bou A8, TheSmileTrain i
L] - ]
: E

Make a secure donation online: o

www.smiletrain.org.uk

100%: of your donation goes toward programmes — 0% goes toward overheads®

*All nom-|

e exponses, such s overheads and fundmising,

are paid for with start-up grants fram our foending supportens,

Charily me, 1118748

& 2007 The Smile Train.
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